THROUGH   TREASON   TO   POWER

candidate to set up against cthe frenzied orator of
Braunau5.

A dangerous obstacle remained to be surmounted;
the election of a new President of the Republic. The
Harzburg Front became so powerful that the re-election
of Hindenburg, for which Bruning worked, seemed
impossible without its co-operation. Hitler informed
Bruning that he would support the old President on
condition that the latter set up a Right Wing Cabinet
and made him Chancellor. Hindenburg refused. A
paradoxical situation then arose, a situation unique in
history. The Prussian militarist Field-Marshal von
Hindenburg became the candidate of German demo-
cracy, while the revolutionary Adolf Hitler, sponsored
by the Harzburg Front, was supported by the reaction-
ary elements of old Prussia.

But Hugenberg was a prudent man, and he thought
it rash to support Hitler unconditionally. Hinden-
burg's majority was evident at the first poll, but as the
Communists suddenly entered the lists in support of
the celebrated Thaelmann, a second poll took place.
Hitler then came forward, this time with all the votes
of the Harzburg Front behind him, but it was of no
avail. Hindenburg was re-elected. For the second
time Bruning had the better of Adolf Hitler. Without
the indefatigable campaigning of his Chancellor,
Hindenburg would not have been returned.

Hitler, surrounded by all his faithful, learned of his
defeat at Coburg, in Bavaria. He promptly burst into
tears. He breaks down whenever he suffers a reverse.

K                                   145